
Hout Vrienden club    LIGNUM 
 
 

Datum:  15 november ’21 
 

Description: 
 
Lignum No. 019 
            
 
Other names:               
Family                       
Origin sample 
Voluminous mass         
Date                            
Compilers   
 
        

 
 

: 
 
 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
:  
      

                                                                                                  L 019 
 
Beauty Bush          Linnaea amabilis (Graebn.) Christenh. 
                                Synonym: Kolkwitzia amabilis Graebn.  
                                Culture form: “Pink Cloud”   
Koninginnestruik (NL) Kolkwitzie (D) Buisson de beauté (FR)  
Caprifoliaceae, subfamily Linnaeoideae              ɭ  Wei Shi Shu  (CH)                     
The netherlands, Nieuwkuijk 
900 tot 950 kg/m3, measured on the sample 
Medio 2020  
J. vd Brink / R. Aichbauer 
 

 
 
 

 General 
The plant is native to Central China in Gansu, Shaanxi, Shanxi, Hebei, Hubei,  
Henan and Anhui provinces. The plant is rare in China and was only cultivated after 1920.  
The Chinese name Wei Shi Shu may have been coined in 1895 by G. Geraldi. 
 

 
Broad dense deciduous shrub of 
2.5-3m height with overhanging branches. 
  The dull green leaves are equally pinnate on 

reddish-brown twigs that are finely hairy. 
 
 
 
Between 1890 and 1895 the plant was 
discovered by the missionary G. Geraldi 
in Shaanxi  
near the River Wei and was sent via 
Florence to the University of Berlin, 
where P. Graebner  
identified the plant as a new species in 
1930 and named it Kolkwitzia amabilis. 

 
 
 
In 1901, E.H. Wilson redistributed the plant in Hubei and sent it to his client in England  
(Brothers Veitch nursery in Exeter) who marketed the plant under the name “Beauty Bush”. 
Much later, both plants were recognized as one species in Kew's Garden. 
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The leaf is 3-7cm long and ovate with a pointed tip and the veins are hairy.The petiole is 2-3mm long and the leaf 
margin is finely sawn and sometimes straight.  

 
The orange-purple flower buds develop into bell-shaped flowers in May and June, are almost white with orange 
spots and are in pairs and in large panicles. The flower stems have a bundle of projecting white hairs. 
 

 
 
 
The plumes ripen to fruit around August 
which are covered with prominent white hairs. 
  Perennial overhanging branches have flaky light 
brown bark. 
The leaf turns reddish brown in autumn. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Further genetic research led to the name Kolkwitzia amabilis according to GRIN 
as of 14-10-2012 has been changed Kolkwitzia amabilis to Linnaea amabilis. 
  
Between 1918 and 1940, “Beauty Bush” became all the rage in the eastern US. 
It was not until after 1950 that the plant became more widely known on the European 
mainland 

 

Wood 
The sapwood has a yellow-brown color and the heartwood is beige-brown. 
The overhanging branches have a pith-filled hollow core of 3 to 5 mm in diameter,  
usually measure 3 to 5 cm (sometimes up to 7 cm) at the base and have few side branches. 
As a result, the wood is straight-grained with a very fine grain and brushes are rare. 
The wood is very pleasant to plane by hand. It also appears to glue well. 
 
Use 
Due to the small size of the wood and the hollow core filled with marrow,  
no application can be identified outside of China.  
In China knots, razors, handles and stems are made on a very small scale. 
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Transverse section  Tangential section  Radial section 

 
 

Micro Features: The sapwood is yellow-brown and the heartwood is beige-brown.  
The wood scattered porous, the vessels exclusively solitary (90% or more), sometimes in 
radial groups of two, diameter varies between 20 µm and 50 µm; vessels per square 
millimetre  is between 100 and 150 (200). The scalariform perforation plates with up to 40 
bars. Axial parenchima diffuse, diffuse-in-aggregates, and scanty paratracheal. Rays of two 
distinct sizes, uniseriate and commonly 4 to 6-row. The following InsideWood properties are 
noticed:  
2p 5p 9p 14p 16p 17vp 22p 25p 26p 40p 50p 53p 69v 70p72p 76p 77p 78p 93p 94p 97p 
102p 103p 105p 115p 190p 194p 196p 197p and 199p. 
The bold features are recognizable when using a handheld magnifier 

 

 
Pictures             :  J v/d Brink 

Micro pictures : R. Aichbauer 
 
Consulted literature: J. de Koning and W. vd Broek, Dendrologie van de Lage Landen (14th ed.), Zeist 2009, 
  p. 325. Description by the Arboretum Hoogvliet in Rotterdam, GRIN information and the Internet 
            

 

 

 


