
Hout Vrienden club    LIGNUM 

Date:  April, 2019 

Description           L 007  
Lignum   No: 007   : Peruvian Pillar Cactus   Echinopsis pachanoi (Britton &H.Friedrich &               
    G.D. Rowley,  syn. Trichocereus peruvianus Britton &  Rose.  
    Cactaceae).  
Local names   : Cactus de San Pedro, Huachuma, Wachuma, Aguacolla 
 
Family    : Cactaceae 
 
Natural distribution area : Peru 
 
Origoin of Specimen  : Armenoi  Apokoronou, Chania, Crete, Greece 
 
Weight by volume  : approx. 400 kg/M3, tested on samples 
 
Date    : September, 2018 
 
Provided by   : Willem Hurkmans 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Greyred discolorations in the wood 

 

             Peruvian Pillar Cactus Echinopsis pachanoi in the isle of Crete 

 

General information 

Echinopsis comprises about 150 described species and is a large genus within the Cactyoideae, lim-

ited to South America. The distinction between E. pachanoi and E. peruvianus appears to be difficult; 

some botanists consider them forms of the same species while others consider them to be distinct 

species. 
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Habitat 

Echinopsis pachanoi grows at an alti-

tude of 1000-3000 m asl in the Andes 

mountains of Peru in semi-arid areas 

where at night it can be cold. Flowering 

(mature) specimens can be from 3 to 7 

metres high and can show numerous 

side branches.  

 

 

Flowers of Echinopsis pachanoi on a cutting of the same specimen 

that yielded the wood specimens! 

 

Since this cactus contains from 0,3% up to 1,2% of mescaline 

it's a psychotropic plant, the use of which can cause an altered 

state of consciousness. Don't try this at home. Medicinal use of 

E. pacanoi was already described 3,000 years ago, for example 

within the Chavin culture. E. pachanoi is alleged to be effective 

in case of high blood pressure and cardio-vascular diseases. 

 

The wood samples were taken from a cactus about 5 metres 

high, grown in a garden. The cactus stems and branches show 

5 to 8 ridges, set at regular intervals with clusters of thorns, 

which in fact are modified leaves. They flower at night with 

conspicuous white scented flowers that start to wilt at day-

break. This cactus is widely cultivated in Crete, often success-

fully. As a response to their dry habitat, many cacti store am-

ple sap in their tissues. Bole formation occurs with a delay, 

only old cacti showing what we consider wood.  

 

Wood properties 

If given ample time to dry, it shows small movement in 

service and is not prone to split. While drying it needs to 

be aired well since it's susceptible to mould. The wood in 

our specimen has appox. 15 centimetres (6") diameter, 

with a rather wide pith zone at the centre. Hence the 

wood is in the shape of a thick walled tube.   

 
The rays are conspicuous in this freshly cut section 

 
The wood described here is grey to cream-coloured. It 

shows purplish grey to red markings that p[artially fade 

away during drying. The stem shows a chambered pith. 

The wood can show a nice lace figure on the quarter 

sawn planes.  

Bark 



Hout Vrienden club    LIGNUM 

Date:  April, 2019 

Freshly cut the wood is whitish, be-

coming yellowish on exposure to light 

and air. It is strong in relation to its 

rather light weight, about 450 kilo-

grams per cubic metre with wide 

margins either way. This is not that 

surprising if one considers the high 

water content that makes the plant 

heavy. It can be planed and sanded 

fairly well, shows little tendency to 

warp, even it is slightly bends in dry-

ing. Once dry there's little movement. 

 

 

             Chambered pith (above) and lost pith (below) in Echinopsis pachanoi 

 

 
Use 
No commercial use is known. Some cacti are used to produce rain sticks, which are toys and/or musi-

cal instruments.  

 
Pictures    : Willem Hurkmans 


