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Description: 
 
Lignum no. 006 
Other names 
Family 
Monster origin 
Voluminous mass 
Date 
Writer 
 

                                                                                                      L  006 
 
: Black mulberry Morus nigra L.  
: Zwarte moerbei (Nl), schwarze Maulbeere (D), murier noir (Fr.) 
: Moraceae 
: Flevoland, P. Voermans 
: 630 kg/m3, measured on sample 
: Mid 2008 
: J. vd Brink/ R. Aichbauer 
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General 
The plant list mentions 125 species of Morus, of which 19 are accepted. 
Because of its edible fruits, as well as many other fruit trees, the mulberry tree arrived in 
Europe by the Romans (came from West Asia). Mulberries can age more than 500 years. 
 
The growth form of Morus nigra starts as a large shrub that often grows into a tree from 6 to 
10 or 15m high with a short trunk and a wide round crown.  
The trunk is gray, the bark has rough grooves and the twigs are green. 
When damaged, the young twigs secrete milk juice. 
The broad heart shaped glossy leaves of the black mulberry are sometimes three lobed, 
have a saw shaped leaf margin, are 5 to 12 cm in size, are green at the top and light green 
and hairy at the bottom. 
The seemfruits of the black mulberry resemble raspberries, are deep red to almost black in 
color, 2 to 3 cm in size, taste sweet sour and are mainly used in jellies, jams juices and wine 
 
In the 18th century, for the sake of fruit, the black mulberry was planted as a espalier on the 
sunny side of historic fruit walls. Among other things along the historic serpentine walls at 
the country seat Beeckestein in Velzen and at the Huis te Manpad in Heemstede.  



Hout Vrienden club   LIGNUM 

 

Datum; laatst bewerkt  8  mei 2019 

The black mulberry, for example, was so protected against frost damage and the fruits grew 
at a “pickable” height. 
 
In silk cultivation, the leaves of mainly the white mulberry (are the tastiest for the silkworm) 
and sometimes also of the black mulberry are harvested to serve as a feed for the silkworm. 
Silk cultivation was thought to have originated in China in 2698 BC and spread to 
Constantinople around 600, from there around 1130 to Italy and Spain and then around 
1450 to southern France. 
Between 1770 and 1830 silk cultivation was also carried out in the Netherlands at Huis 
Empe (near Brummen) where W.H. van Hasselt focused fairly successfully on this. 
In 1781, however, he left for America. 
See for this the E-book: A. Martini van Geffen, Handleiding ter bevordering van de zijdeteelt 
in Nederland, ’s-Hertogenbosch 1833. 
  
Wood Characteristics 
The wood is ring-porous, latewood vessels in clusters, earlywood vessels 100-300μm 
diameter, in latewood maximum 40μm, latewood vessels mostly in tangential bands.  
Spiral thickening and Thyllen are present. Parenchyma vasicentric, aliform and aliform and 
confluent.  
Marginal parenchyma is present, in interrupted bands. The widest rays are 4-6 (9) cells wide 
and over 1mm high. They are heterogeneous, composed of procumbent cells, with 1-4 
standing and/or square cells, as well as sheath cells can be found.  
Prismatic crystals are present in square and/or upright ray-cells and in non-chambered 
parenchymal cells. 
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Wood characteristics 

The wood has very small part sapwood, The color is initially yellow brown with light brown 

stripes and darkens to golden brown or reddish brown. 

The wood is durable and would be difficult to dry. It is easy to edit, nice to polish and bend 

well with steam. Due to its rarity, there are no use applications in the Netherlands. 

In the US and Canada it is used locally for furniture and interior finish, ship and wagon 

construction, agricultural implements, posts, barrels, boxes and crates. 

 
 
 
Origin of images 

The scanned wood sample  J. vd Brink,  

 botanical photos    P. Voermans  

 micro-images    R. Aichbauer. 
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