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Description           L 003 

Lignum  #  003   : Curupixa    Micropholis gardneriana (A. DC.) Pierre 

Locale Names : Curupixa, Guajará, Rosadinho, Guaiçara, Glícia, Curupita 

(Brazilië), Robijnhout, Riemhout (Suriname) Moraballi (Guyana) 

Barilla de agua (Peru) 

Synonym :Micropholis burchelliana Pierre 

Micropholis glazioviana Pierre 

Pouteria arenicola Baehni 

Pouteria burchelliana (Pierre) Baehni 

Pouteria obtusifolia Baehni 

Sideroxylon gardnerianum A.DC. 

Sideroxylon gardnerianum var. glabratum Miq. 

 

Family    : Sapotaceae: Subfamily: Chrysophylloideae 

Origin of Sample  : Suriname 

Weight by volume  : 680kg/m³ 

Date    : 7 mei 2019 

Issued by member  : Raimund Aichbauer,  

 

Micropholis gardneriana (A. DC.) Pierre 

General information 

The genus Micropholis has 38 species, which are called neotropic Sapotaceae and all belong 

to Central - and South America, including the Caribbean. 

CITES does not mention any species. 26 species are listed as vulnerable on the IUCN-Redlist, 

but Micropholis gardneriana is not listed. 

Microphlois was split off from the genus Sideroxylon in 1891 by Pierre. Before that, 

Micropholis was maintained as a section of Sideroxylon.  
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After extensive study of wood anatomy, Micropholis gained its own status as a Genera. 

Micropholis was also classified by the genus Pouteria by a few other authors, see the many 

synonyms. 

The tree, up to 30 m high, often has Buttress roots up to 2 m. In addition, a branch-free 

cylindrical trunk that can reach a height of 15-20m and a diameter of ± 1m. 

Distribution 

Micropholis gardneriana has a large distribution area, is a typical tree of the Caatinga, the 

Cerrado and the Terra firma, but also occurs in the tropical rain forest, in both areas in the 

Orinoco - and Amazon basin, and in the neighboring areas. Brazil, Venezuela, Colombia, 

Peru, Bolivia and the Guyanas including Surinam belong to his growing area. The tree prefers 

the moister soil of the savannah areas. 

Characteristics 

The wood has many similarities with Chrysophyllum (± 100 species), Sideroxylon (± 100 

species) and Pouteria (± 250 species) of which many species occur in the same growing area. 

Wood of the different Micropholis species is very similar. The sapwood is up to 20 cm wide 

and can hardly be distinguished from the heartwood. The heartwood is yellow-brown to 

gray-brown, often with a pink tint. The grain is generally straight, sometimes interlocked. 

The texture is fine to moderately fine. The weight varies from 600-850 kg/m³.  

 

   Cross section 15x     Cross section 100 x              
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This sample average 680 kg/m³. The vessels are 75-150µm in diameter and are mostly 

arranged in radial groups of 2-4 (6), rarely anymore. Simple perforation, 5-20 vessels 1mm², 

in this sample average 12.  The parenchyma is present in 1 to 2 cells wide bands, interrupted 

or not, and net-shaped.  

 

 

Tangential section 100x    Radial section 100x 

The rays are 1-3 cells wide, the of 3 cells wide rays are sometimes have parts of 4 cells wide. 

the rays have 2 to more than 4 cells of square and/or upright cells. Some 1 cell wide rays are 

composed exclusively of standing and/or square cells. The number varies from 8 to 15 per 

tangential mm. Silica is present in the parenchyma and the ray cells. 

Use 

Applications, don`t known 

  

Pictures 

Micro photos by  R. Aichbauer  

 

 

 


